Introduction
Site 41HS74 is an ancestral Caddo habitation site and cemetery on Hatley Creek, a southwarde Texas Archeological Research Laboratory at The University of Texas at Austin (TARL). gure 1. General location of 41HS74 in East Texas.
Cemetery Features
The excavations at 41HS74 included several backhoe trenches and grader trenches across the site, intermediate midden deposit, and a cemetery area not far to the west of those deposits (Figure 2a ).
The cemetery area at 41HS74 covered a ca. 7 x 6 m area and had nine burial features arranged in three or four east-west rows (see Figure 2b ). Although the human skeletal remains were poorly preserved in the graves, site are also oriented in the same direction (see Gadus 2012a, 2012b) . Associated funerary offerings in the nine burial features include 25 ceramic vessels (2.8 vessels per burial, with a range of 1-4 vessels per burial), two ground stone tools (in Burials 1 and 5, 0.2 ground stone per burial), and seven Bonham arrow
Ceramic Vessels
The re-analysis of the ceramic vessels from burial features at 41HS74 concerns 23 vessels. Two vessels (P.S. B and P.S. C) from Burial 8 were stolen from the site during the work, and are not in SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: 41HS74 Nine of the 23 vessels (39.1 percent) in the 41HS74 vessel assemblage are plain. This includes one designs, and the remaining 64.3 percent of the vessels (n=9) have wet paste utility ware decorative elements, including: brushed-punctated (n=1), incised (n=2), punctated-appliqued (n=1), incisedpunctated (n=3), appliqued/noded (n=1), and brushed (n=1).
in the 41HS74 vessel assemblage suggests that the cemetery began to be used sometime in the Early Caddo period (ca. A.D. 1000-1200) with the interment of Burial 9. Based on the recovered ceramic vessel types, and the arranged placement of burials in rows in the cemetery (see Figure 2b) , the other burials likely were all interred after ca. A.D. 1200, in the Middle Caddo period. Certainly, Pease Brushed-Incised, Handy Engraved, and Maydelle Incised vessels would not be out of place in an East Texas cemetery dating to this period, nor would an engraved bottle with decorative elements suggestive of snake elements (Lot 1605 bottle in Burial 4). Burial 3, with the Moore Noded bowl and the incisedpunctated carinated bowl, may be the latest interment in the cemetery.
The one available radiocarbon date from the 41HS74 cemetery is on a charcoal sample near the the standard deviation of the sample is very broad. The conventional age of the sample is 630 + 240 calibrated mean age of this sample is 565 years B.P., or A.D. 1385. Clearly, more radiocarbon dates are needed from the cemetery to truly establish its likely period or periods of use by ancestral Caddo peoples.
In conclusion, the cemetery at 41HS74 was used, probably episodically, during what was likely the end of the Early Caddo period through the latter part of the 14 th century A.D., during the Middle Caddo period. The settlement of this site, and the interment of burials in a small cemetery there, primarily predated the establishment of the Pine Tree Mound site (41HS15) and associated community (see Fields and Gadus 2012b:638) in the same part of the mid-Sabine River basin in East Texas.
Thanks to Marybeth Tomka for providing access to the vessel collections from 41HS74 at the Texas in this article.
